
SUGGESTED METHOD(S) OF DISPOSAL:
COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL USE

Introduction
The disposal of spent sorbent materials has long been a challenge for industry.

Many attempts have been made to develop a sorbent material which has satisfactory
performance, economy of manufacture, and limited impact on the environment, both in
the creation and disposal of the product.

Many “organic” sorbent materials are manufactured from materials with a finite
supply of raw material (bitumus clay and peat, for example).  Other sorbent products are
“inorganic” in nature and, also have the effect of depleting our increasingly scarce supply
of natural resources (polypropylene pads, for instance).  These products also must face
the added challenge of proper, responsible, and legal disposal.  In the past, land
disposal has not been recommended for these products, due to the leaching effect of the
sorbent material.  Similarly, incineration, as a disposal option, has been avoided due to
high ash-content, low BTU value or the presense of harmful emissions when burned.

In response to these challenges, CPI Divisions has developed a new
manufacturing process for this market.   “Drip Trap” is a sorbent material manufactured
from a renewable, organic resource, allowing this product significant advantages over
virtually all other sorbent products on the market, in terms not only of disposal, but also
in range of use and effectiveness.  This document will outline the manufacturer’s
suggested method of disposal for the product, as well as the statuatory documentation
which lead to the recommendations.



Documentation

According to the United States Code of Federal Regulations, Title 40, Part 279.20,
“Standards for the management of used oil”,

“(1) Except as provided in paragraph (c)(2) of this section, materials containing or
otherwise contaminated with used oil from which the used oil has been properly
drained or removed to the extent possible such that no visible signs of free-flowing
oil remain in or on the material:

(i) Are not used oil and thus not subject to this part, and
(ii) If applicable, are subject to the hazardous waste regulations

of parts 124, 260 through 266, 268 and 270 of this chapter.
(2) Materials containing or otherwise contaminated with used oil that are burned
for energy recovery are subject to regulation as used oil under this part.”1

Similarly, many states have modeled their own legislation to match the Federal
regulations.  For instance, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, long known for its’
“heavy-handed” stance on regulation and enforcement has adopted a similar stance on
sorbent disposal in their Hazardous Waste Publication #4.30, Managing Used Oil and
Related Wastes.2  An exerpt from this document is listed below:

“Used oil-contaminated sorbents are prohibited from land disposal unless they
have been tested and shown to be nonhazardous.  There is no need to test oil-
contaminated sorbents if they are:

(i) wrung and reused;
(ii) laundered or cleaned (Sorbents sent to a commercial laundry

cannot contain free liquids); or
(iii) burned for energy (Sorbents destined for burning must have a

heating value of at least 5,000 BTUs per pound.).
Used oil-contaminated sorbents that have been shown to be nonhazardous can
be burned at a facility that does not burn for energy recovery; disposal at a landfill
is not recommended.”

In the same document, the standards for “On-Specification” used oil (or used oil
which is non-hazardous) used oil are defined. 2

Item Conditions

Flash Point 100 degrees Fahrenheit minimum

Arsenic 5.0 parts per million (ppm) maximum

Cadmium 2.0        ppm maximum

Chromium 10.0      ppm maximum

Lead 100.0    ppm maximum

Total Halogens 1,000.0 ppm maximum

                                           
1
 Electronic Code of Federal Regulations (e-CFR) Title 40:  Protection of the Environment

Part 279: Standards for the Management of Used Oil
Subpart 279.10, paragraph (c)(1)through (c)(2).

2
 Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Hazardous Waste Document #4.30, dated January 2004,

downloaded 2-27-06 MANAGING USED OIL AND RELATED WASTES,
Page 4, paragraph 3 and Page 4, Table 2.



Further to the requirements for energy-recovery incineration, the manufacturer of
Drip Trap has employed independent testing facilities to determine total halogen and
heavy-metal values of the product (to determine compliance with the “On-Specification”
rule).  Not only was the product found to be well within the limits in its original state, but
was also found to be well within specifications when saturated with a statistically
significant sample of used oil.3  Independent research has also been conducted to
determine BTU value of the product, which is well above the threshold of 5,000 BTUs
even before the product is used.4  It is reasonable, then, to conclude that as the product
becomes saturated with used oil, the BTU value per pound will increase.

Disposal Recommendations
Given the above, the manufacturer or Drip Trap has established the following

disposal guidelines for this product, when used for incidental drips and spills:

PREFERRED METHOD:
It is the recommendation of the manufacturer that Drip Trap be disposed of

in the solid waste stream, provided the solid waste stream is bound for
energy-recovery incineration.

SECONDARY METHOD:
If the saturated product can be shown to be non-hazardous, incineration

without energy recovery is an acceptable option for disposal.

LEAST PREFERRED METHOD:
While acceptable under Federal and many localities’ statutes, the

manufacturer does not recommend utilizing the “no visible signs of free-flowing
oil” exepmtion as the preferred method of disposal for this product.

As with all sorbent products, the onus of proper disposal is upon the final user of
the product to dispose of waste in accordance with all Federal, State, and local
regulations.
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